
Worksheet
First Amendment-Freedom of Religion
Your team has been assigned to research freedom of religion, as provided by the First Amendment.  To answer questions 1-3, you will need to do 
some research.  See In Defense of Liberty, Chapter 3 (starts on page 23) the Cobblestone issue of Our First Amendment Freedom of Religion, 
pages 1-10 or classroom textbooks or encyclopedias that deal with the early days of the 13 colonies and the creation of the Bill of Rights.  
Internet sources would also be helpful, particularly the National Constitution Center (interactive constitution) http://www.constitutioncenter.
org/index.asp and Newseum http://www.newseum.org/educationcenter/teachingtools/index.htm  Write your answers on the back of the page or 
attach a sheet of paper.

1. Why was religious freedom important to the colonists?  

2. What was the experience colonists had with religious freedom in the 13 colonies?  How was this different in Rhode Island, Virginia and Pennsylva-
nia? 

3. What does “establishment of religion” mean in the First Amendment?  What does “free exercise” mean?

4. Read the following summary of the West Virginia Board of Education v. Barnette (319 U.S. 624 (1943)  case:

During the time of World War II, students were required to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.  It was a difficult time in the history of religious 
freedom because of the war and the public need for everyone to show their patriotism.

Two sisters, Marie and Gatha Barnett (the case name is misspelled in Court records) were sent to the principal’s office for refusing to salute the 
flag.  These girls did not salute the flag because of their religion.  Jehovah Witnesses were taught that worship of “graven images” those that are 
not sacred, is wrong, even the flag.  All students without exception were required by the school district to participate in the flag salute.  The 
girls were expelled and ridiculed by their classmates.  An intense wave of anti-Witness hysteria hit the country, including beatings, being followed, 
jeered at, forced to drink castor oil, a mob of 2500 also burned down a Jehovah Witness’ church in Maine.

Attorneys for the girls wanted to overturn a 1940 ruling that required forced saluting of the flag.  They filed a case with the Supreme Court 
with the hopes of winning a new hearing.  On June 14, 1943, (Flag Day), the Justices issued their ruling.  

How would you decide this case?
 


